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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 7703 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, PINT, LA, TH 

SUB J : LAO RESISTANCE ELEMENT OCCUPIES ISLAND IN MEKONG 

1 . ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS IN RECENT DAYS, A 100-MAN LAO 
RESISTANCE GROUP LED BY A CAPTAIN KAMBAO MOTHAVONGSE, 
"COMMANDER OF THE CHAO FAH ARMY," HAS OCCUPIED FOR A WEEK DON 
CHING CHU ISLAND IN MEKONG RIVER, APPROXIMATELY 15 KMS 
UPSTREAM FROM VIENTIANE. LPLA SOLDIERS ON THE ISLAND REPORTEDLY 
FLED AT GROUPS ARRIVAL. PRESS ACCOUNTS HAVE NOTED SOME FEAR 
ON PART OF LOCAL THAI OFFICIALS THAT LPLA MAY COUNTERATTACK, 

WHICH COULD FORCE THAI TO RESPOND SHOULD SHELLS CARRY TOO 
FAR AND BEGIN FALLING ON THAI TERRITORY. 

2. ACCORDING TO CONSULATE UDORN. ISLAND IS LARGE ONE WHICH SOME 
80 FAMILIES OCCUPY AND FARM. MUCH CLOSER TO THAILAND (200 
YARDS) THAN TO LAOS (800 YARDS), IT IS ACCEPTED AS BEING LAO 
TERRITORY, WHICH LPLA SOLDIERS VISIT FROM TIME TO TIME. 

RESISTANCE FORCE PRESENTLY OCCUPYING IT SEEMS TO BE FAR SMALLER 
THAN THAT CITED IN THE PRESS AND IS PROBABLY COMPOSED OF EX-FAR. 

THAI HAVE NOT REINFORCED THEIR OWN TROOPS BUT HAVE PLACED THOSE 
THERE ON ALERT. 
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3. THAI NAVAL OFFICER TOLD CONOFF APRIL 8 THAT RTG IS NOT 
SUPPORTING THIS SMALL RESISTANCE EFFORT BUT IS NATURALLY 
SYMPATHETIC TO IT. BECAUSE OF ISLAND S PROXIMITY TO THAI 
TERRITORY, HE SAID MILITARY MAY HAVE TO BECOME INVOLVED IF 
LPLA, IN EFFORT TO TAKE BACK ISLAND, OPEN FIRE AND STRIKE THAI 
HOMES. HE NOTED THAT LAO HAVE MADE NO EFFORT TO RETAKE ISLAND 
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BUT FLEW OVER IT IN HELICOPTER APRIL 7. ON SAME DAY LAO WARNED 
RESIDENTS OVER LOUDSPEAKER TO BE OFF ISLAND THAT EVENING, 

BUT VIRTUALLY NO ONE LEFT. 

4. SITUATION IS NO DOUBT EMBARRASSING FOR THE LAO AND POTENTIALLY 
DANGEROUS BUT, IN VIEW OF ISLAND S WIDE SEPARATION OVER MAIN 
CHANNEL OF MEKONG FROM REST OF LAOS, LAO MIGHT ALLOW IT TO REMAIN 
AS IS FOR SOME TIME RATHER THAN MAKE FAIRLY CONCERTED EFFORT 

TO RETAKE IT. 

5. CONSUL UDORN AND RTG OFFICIALS HAVE OBSERVED THAT NUMBER OF 
LAO REFUGEES FLEEING INTO NONG KHAI AREA APPEARS TO HAVE 
INCREASED IN RECENT DAYS. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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